Lesson Design for June 16, 2010

Who:  Adult Bible study class at Crosslight Assembly of God (approx. 10 people)
Why:  Weekly Bible study meeting for the growth of class members in their knowledge of and walk with              

           the Lord. 

When:  Wednesday nights from 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Where:  In the church sanctuary 

What:  1 - In times of trouble – remember the deeds of the Lord in the past to affirm His ability, love, and willingness to help in current trouble.  Remember the faithfulness of the Lord and that His behavior is based on His standards and wisdom and not on our understanding, feelings, or immediate needs.   
            2 – Agree with the Lord and speak His word with your mouth in order to remind God and yourself what He says about you and your needs.

What for:  The learners will be able to:

· State the main theme of the lesson when asked
· Give examples of the ‘Right hand of the Lord’ in their own lives that they can draw upon

· Find and share scripture references that they have used in the past to agree with God about a situation in their lives or that they can use to agree with the Lord in a current situation (possibly, talk about how to find these scriptures – study suggestions)
· Explain why it is important to speak out loud about the deeds of the Lord and His word

How: (Learning Tasks and materials) 

        Materials include: Bibles, chart paper and markers, paper (maybe post-its) and pens 
Introduction – 


I wanted to talk about something the Lord has been working in my life through some of the situations I have been going through in the past few months – and that is, that in times of trouble and need / pain I believe it is scriptural for us to go beyond bringing our needs and requests to Him and to focus on / remember the help the Lord has given us and others in the past. In addition, I wanted to talk about the value of speaking these things out loud – to ourselves and others. 
In fact, the objectives for this lesson are that each of you will be able to share the main theme of this lesson (below) and explain why it is important to speak out loud about the deeds of the Lord and His word.
Remember the deeds of the Lord in time of trouble / – Speak them with your mouth – 

And I would add the ideas of 

Agree with the Lord (His word) / Remind God of what He says about you/your situation

STAND IN FAITH!

Inductive task  (5 min.) – (what the learner brings to / knows about the topic)  

Ask the learners to pair up – share with each other two things that the Lord has done in their lives to help them. Give them five min. to accomplish this and tell them that you are going to call on a few of them randomly to share the examples their partners told them about. 

Input (10 min.) – (new content for the learners) 

As I mentioned, the part of the topic of this discussion is that we should focus on the goodness of the Lord and not on the troubles of the day – and we should speak these things out loud.  I began to think about this when I read Psalm 77. In this chapter David is asking the Lord how long is He going to take before he helps him in his situation. Then in verse 10…
Ps. 77: 10 – 12


Then I thought, “To this I will appeal: the years of the right hand of the Most High.”  I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your Speak of the deeds of the Lord – yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.  (NIV)


Now, the chapter goes on to list some of the mighty works that the Lord did for the children of Israel in their deliverance from Egypt. 


So you can hear the two things that the Lord pointed out to me in this scripture – 
Remember/ focus on / consider the deeds of the Lord in your life – how He has saved us before. 

And….

With your mouth speak /confess/repeat/agree with (verify)/ proclaim  - this will remind you and others – focus their attention on what the Lord has done for them in the past and remind their spirits that He is more than able to help in the present struggle. 

The power of the testimony of His work in your life / in the life of others.  There is power in the testimony -
So, 
What is “The right hand of the Lord”?    / What are the ‘deeds of the Lord’ ?
What is the benefit of speaking the works of the Lord out loud? 

Implementation Task 1 (15 min.) – In order to give you some ideas about the answers to these questions, I have a task for you to work on. I would like each pair to take two of these index cards with scripture references on them, look them up and discuss together how you think they apply to these questions. I will be asking some of you to share what you come up with. You have 15 min. for this task. 

The Index Card Scripture References: 

Ps. 17:7 – Show the wonder of your great love, you who save by your right hand those who take refuge in you from their foes.


Ps. 45:4 – In your majesty ride forth victoriously in behalf of truth, humility and righteousness; let your right hand display awesome deeds. 


Ps 138:7 – Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes, with your right hand you save me.  

Ps 20:6 – Now I know that the lord saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven with the saving power of his right hand. 

Ps  44:3 – It was not by their sword that they won the land, now did their arm bring them victory; it was your right hand, your arm, and the light of your face, for you loved them. 

Ps 60:5 – Save us and help us with your right hand, that those you love may be delivered. 

Matt. 12:34 …Out of the abundance of the heart; the mouth speaks (Jesus talking to the Pharisees – you brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good?) 

Matt. 15:11  It is not what a man puts into his mouth that defiles a man, but what comes out of the mouth, that is what makes him unclean.  So, speaking the mighty works of God feeds out spirit and complaining or reciting our miseries also feeds out spirit, but with negativity and only makes things worse.  

Rom. 10:17 …Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God -  (NIV) consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

Ps. 118:17 I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 

I Chron. 16:24 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Ps. 71:16 I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord: I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone. 

Rev. 12:11 They overcame him (the dragon) by the blood of the lamb and by the word of their testimony… – 

Ps 145: 4-6 One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts. They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works. They will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim your righteousness. 

Implementation Task 2 – Group Discussion  - (15 min.)

Addition - 

I think this scripture is a good summary of these ideas - 

Ps. 78: 2-5 I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things from of old – what we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the praise worthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done. He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 
One final thought to tie to these two truths – Agree with God – Stand in agreement with His word 
Speak His word – Agree 

Integration Task ( 2 min.) – (how will the learners use this information In their lives?)


Since I will be teaching again next week – I am going to be able to give you some homework this week (   During the week, apply what we have learned today. This means, as you face some need that you are praying about (or whining about) remind yourself of something else the Lord has already done for you – say it out loud (even better, tell someone else about it) and be prepared to share this experience with us next week. Everyone understand the assignment? We will all be expecting to hear about it next week!
Closure (1 min.) 
Before we leave, let’s review our objectives for our time together today and see if we think we have met them. Our objectives were -  

· State the main theme of the lesson when asked

· Explain why it is important to speak out loud about the deeds of the Lord and His word

Content Review: 

Remember the deeds of the Lord in time of trouble  /  – Speak them with your mouth – 
And I would add the ideas of 

Agree with the Lord (His word) / Remind God of what He says about you/your situation

STAND IN FAITH!

